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STATEMENT  of  FACTS, 

•  '  —  \  r\ '  .  v 

On  Wednefday  the  21ft  of  June,  1797,  a  fervant 
of  Mr.  Starke,  dangeroufiy  ill  in  the  confluent  fmall- 
pox,  was  admitted  an  in-patient  of  the  Bath  City 
Infirmary  and  Difpenfary,  under  the  care  of  Dr* 
Holman.  The  day  prior  to  his  admiffioii  Mr.  Starke 
was  informed  that  he  mufl  become  a  fubfcfiber,  in 
order  that  his  fervant  might  receive  the  benefits 
arifing  from  the  inflitution.  The  day  fubfequent  to 
this  information  having  been  given  to  Mr.  Starke* 
Dr.  Browne’s  fervant  applied  to  the  Apothecary* 
with  a  ticket  from  a  fubfcriber  for  the  introduction 
of  Mr.  Starke’s  fervant  into  the  common  ward,  fo 
as  to  fave  Mr.  Starke  the  neceflity  of  becoming  a 
fubfcriber,  and  of  paying  half-a-guinea  per  week,  the 
ufual  acknowledgment  during  the  indifpofition  of  a 
fervant  refiding  in  the  Houfe. 

On  the  Apothecary’s  difcovering  that  the  patient 
recommended  was  a  fervant,  and  refufing  to  admit 
him  under  the  authority  of  a  ticket,  Mr.  Starke  paid 
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his  fubfcription,  and  the  fervant  was  received  into 
a  large,  airy,  and  feparate  chamber  in  the  Houfe, 
on  Wednesday  as  above  dated  in  the  evening,  not- 
withftanding  the  former  attempt  to  introduce  him 
under  a  different  character. 

On  the  Tuefday  following,  June  27th,  Mr.  Starke 
came  to  the  Infirmary  to  fee  the  patient,  and  fhortly 
after  his  return  home  wrote  the  following  note  to 
Mr.  White  the  Apothecary : 

££  Bath.  Tuefday, 

“  Sir, 

a  I  am  juft  returned  from  feeing  John,  who,  I  am  ex¬ 
tremely  forry  to  fay,  appears  to  me  to  be  mod  dangerouily 
ill.  I  have  feen  a  great  deal  of  the  fmall-pox,  have  been 
much  amidft  it,  and  know  pretty  well  the  bed  practice  in  it. 
If  it  can  be  done,  confidently  with  the  rules  of  the  Infir¬ 
mary,  I  could  wifh  a  large  blider  immediately  applied  to  his 
neck,  much  Port  wine  given  him,  and  two  or  three  grains 
of  James’s  Powders  every  two  or  three  hours.  To  me  his 
life  is  above  price,  and  I  would  mod  willingly  take  the  rifk 
of  this  practice  upon  fnyfelf.  I  know  well  that  the  abled 
phyfician  in  the  world  can  know  nothing  of  the  fmall-pox 
but  from  experience. 

u  I  am,  Sir,  your  moft  obedient  fervant, 

“  BURWELL  STARKE. 

As  this  note  interfered  with  the  treatment  of  the 
cafe,  Mr.  White  very  properly  fent  it  to  Dr. 
Holman,  upon  which  Dr.  Holman  wrote  the  fol¬ 
lowing  note  to  Mr.  Starke : 


» 


a  Sir, 
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<c  Sir, 

u  I  have  juft  feen  your  letter  to  Mr.  White,  apothecary 
at  the  Infirmary,  refpedling  your  fervant.  He  is  certainly 
moft  dangeroufly  ill,  and  there  is  every  reafon  to  fuppofe 
that  he  cannot  furvive  it ;  but  as  we  have  received  him 
under  our  roof,  and  every  poflible  attention  has  hitherto 
been  paid  to  his  fituation,  I  cannot  poffibly  allow  any  other 
practice  to  be  made  ufe  of  but  what  we  may  deem  moft 
expedient.  You,  Sir,  do  not  feem  fatisfied  with  our  mode 
of  treatment;  I  muft,  therefore,  beg  of  you  to  have  the 
poor  unfortunate  removed  this  evening,  to  be  under  your 
own  care ;  or  rather,  as  I  conceive  it,  under  fome  other 
advice,  which  feems  to  have  influenced  you. 

“  I  am,  Sir,  your  obedient  humble  fervant, 

“J.  HOLMAN, 

“  Phyfician  to  the  Infirmary. 
a  No.  14,  Great  Pulteney-ftreet.” 

As  Dr.  Holman  was  particularly  hurt  at  the  re¬ 
flections  contained  in  Mr.  Starke’s  letter,  and  as  he 
had  been  all  along  peculiarly  anxious  about  the 
patient’s  dangerous  fituation,  he  was  induced  now, 
as  well  for  his  own  reputation,  as  the  fatisfa&ion  of 
Mr.  Starke,  to  pay  an  immediate  vifit  to  the  Infir¬ 
mary.  Dr.  Holman’s  furprize  and  concern  on  this 
occafion  was  increafed  on  his  being  informed  by  the 
Apothecary,  that  Dr.  Browne  had  vifited  the  pa¬ 
tient,  without  the  permiffion  or  knowledge  of  either 
the  Phyfician,  Apothecary,  or  Matron  j  this  pal¬ 
pable  intrufion  from  a  medical  man  forced  from  Dre 
Holman  the  following  fevere  and  juflifiable  cenfure; 
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a  SlR, 

<c  On  my  calling  at  the  Infirmary  this  evening  to  fee  Mr, 
Starke's  fervant,  I  was  very  much  furprifed  to  learn  that 
you  had  dared  to  vifit  him  as  my  patient.  Your  conduit 
js  very  extraordinary,  and  extremely  officious,  and  muft  ex¬ 
cite  the  indignation  of  every  profeffional  man,  regularly 
educated,  as  well  as  of  every  gentleman  who  can  feel  for  his 
own  reputation.  1  infift,  Sir,  on  knowing  your  motive  for 
this  preemption;  and,  unlefs  you  fatisfy  me  immediately, 
the  other  profeffional  gentlemen  attached  to  the  Infirmary 
will  unite  with  me  inlaying  it  before  the  Committee,  as  we 
all  conceive  ourfelves  concerned  in  this  affair. 

“  I  am,  yours, 

a  27th  June.  J.  HOLMAN." 

.  Without  any  comments  here,  we  fubjoin  the 
anfwer : 

M  Sir, 

a  I  have  this  moment  received  your  note,  which  afto- 
nifhes  me  not  a  little.  It  is  true  I  have  called  twice  at  the 
City  Infirmary,  at  the  particular  requeft  of  Mr.  Starke, 
whofe  fervant  I  prefume  is  the  perfon  you  allude  to ;  but  in 
yio  refpeft  whatever  to/  enterfere  either  with  you  or  any  of 
your  colleagues  of  the  Hofpital,  which  is  the  lafi  thing  1 
fhould  ever  form  any  idea  of.  However,  I  muft  confefs  the 
contents  of  your  note  to  me  are  fuch,  that,  had  you  consi¬ 
dered  for  a  moment,  you  would  have  dilated  with  more 
coolnefs  and  compofure.  No  threats  whatever  will  intimi¬ 
date  me,  when  confcious  of  not  having  done  wrong. 

a  I  am.  Sir,  yours,  &c. 

*  G.  G.  BROWNE. 

a  Brunfwick-Place, 

Wednefday,  11  o'clock  P.  M.” 

V  : 

Dr.  Holman, 
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l)r.  Holman,  even  upon  reflexion,  and  after  a 
a  converfation  with  his  friends  of  the  Infirmary,  was 
induced  to  return  the  under-written  note  : 

“  Sir, 

“As  you  own  in  your  letter  that  you  called  at  the  Infir¬ 
mary  at  the  particular  requeft  of  Mr.  Starke,  I  am  more 
clearly  convinced  that  it  muft  have  been  in  a  medical  capa¬ 
city  *,  this,  with  the  concurring  opinion  of  thofe  concerned 
in  the  Infirmary,  with  whom  I  have  communicated,  deter¬ 
mines  me  in  repeating  deliberately  the  fentiments  of  my 
former  letter.  J.  H. 

“  Great  Pulteney-ftreet,  June  27th,” 

Unconnected  as  Dr.  Browne’s  condtift  muft  have 
been  with  any  interference  on  the  part  of  Mr, 
Starke,  yet  the  following  anfwer  fhews  that  he  had 
no  fcruples  in  throwing  upon  his  invalid  friend,  ah 
ready  fuffering  too  much,  the  weight  and  burthen  pf 
the  whole  affair : 

“  Sir, 

“In  anfwer  to  your  fecond  note  I  refer  you  to  Mr,  Starke, 
and  the  poor  Servant  himfelf,  in  confirmation  of  what  I 
wrote  laft  night,  And  am,  Sir, 

“  Yours,  &c. 

“  G.  G.  BROWNE. 

“  Brunfwick-Place,  June  28th,  1797. 

“  Seven  o’Clock,  A.  M.” 

Prior  to  the  receipt  of  Dr.  Browne’s  firft  anfwer. 
Dr.  Holman  received  the  following  from  Mr.  Starke : 

“  Sir, 


cc  Sir*  Tuefday  Evening. 

a  From  the  charader  given  me  of  Dr.  Holman,  from  my 
friend  Mr.  Bradfhaw,  I  have  no  caufe  to  doubt  either  his  flail 
as  a  phyfician,  or  humanity  as  a  man ;  but  diredly  the  re- 
verfe.  But  more  than  ordinarily  anxious  about  this  poor 
fellow,  for  reafons  that  it  is  unnecefTary  to  mention,  and  not 
confidering  the  Infirmary  at  all  in  the  light  of  a  regular 
fmall-pox  hofpital,  I  was  induced  to  write  my  note  of  this 
morning  to  Mr.  White.  The  fad  is,  i  have  been  extremely 
amongft  the  frnall-pox,  and  know  well  the  pradice  which 
obtains  in  America.  WTat  the  pradice  that  has  been  ufed, 
or  is  ufual  here,  I  know  not,  and  therefore  I  am  not  dif- 
fatisfied  with  it :  but  the  moment  I  faw  the  fervant  this 
morning,  I  was  fatisficd  that  his  cafe  was  defperate,  and 
therefore  recolleded  thofe  remedies  which  we  frequently 
find  in  America  to  produce  suppuration,  and  of  courfe  to 
give  a  favourable  turn  to  the  diforder.  You  fay  ^  there  is 
every  .reafon  to  think  that  he  is  fo  ill  that  he  cannot  furvive : 
1  fear  he  is  fo;  how  then  is  it  poffible  to  remove  him?  I 
can  repeat  that  I  am  not  diffatisfied  with  the  treatment  he 
has  received :  yet  being  no  phyfician,  in  a  defperate  cafe  like 
his,  if  myfelf,  I  fhould  deviate  from  the  general  line  of  prac¬ 
tice.  The  wording  of  my  note  mud  fhew  that  I  did  not, 
and  could  not,  exped  a  deviation  from  the  ufual  pradice, 
unlefs  defperate  cafes  were  viewed  with  the  fame  eyes  by  you 
as  by  myfelf;  and  indeed  it  was  intended  only  to  fhew  that 
I  knew,  from  experience,  that  warm  remedies,  of  the  fort  I 
mentioned,  had  produced  furprifing^effeds.  I  therefore, 
Sir,  cannot  think  of  removing  him  from  the  Infirmary,  nor 
dolwifhit.  lam,  Sir, 

cc  Your  mod  obedient  fervant, 

“  BURWELL  STARKE. 
a  Dr.  Holman,  No.  14,  Great  Pulteney-ftreet.” 


As 
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As  it  now  appeared  to  Dr.  Holman,  that  not  only 
the  eftabliihed  rules  of  the  inflitution  were  infringed 
upon,  but  that  its  welfare  was  thereby  endangered, 
he  thought  it  his  duty  to  call  a  Special  Committee  of 
the  Managers  to  confider  the  fubjeft,  and  to  have 
their  fan&ion  for  any  meafures  which  had  been  or 
might  be  taken.  They  met  accordingly  on  Wed- 
nefday  morning,  and  unanimoufly  agreed  to  fend 
the  following  notes: 

u  Dr.  Holman  having  reprefented  to  the  Committee  of 
Managers  of  the  Bath  City  Infirmary  and  Difpenfary,  con¬ 
vened  at  the  requeft  of  the  Medical  Gentlemen,  that  Dr. 
Browne  had  vifited  a  patient  now  in  the  Houfe,  without  any 
authority;  and  it  having  appeared  to  the  Committee,  from 
the  correfpondence  which  palled  between  Dr.  Browne  and 
Dr.  Holman,  that  Dr.  Browne  had  twice  offxcioufly  intruded 
himfelf  into  the  laid  infirmary;  it  is  the  unanimous  opinion 
of  the  faid  Committee,  that  Dr.  Browne’s  conduT  is  ex¬ 
tremely  reprehenfible,  inconfident  with  the  character  of  any 
profeffional  gentleman  regularly  bred,  and  incompatible  with 
the  rules  of  every  public  Hofpital.  It  is  therefore  required 
that  a  very  ample  apology  fhould  be  made  by  Dr.  Browne 
to  the  Committee  and  Dr.  Holman,  to  prevent  their  being 
obliged  to  call  upon  him  in  a  more  public  manner. 

“  Prefent,  Rev.  Mr.  Dobson,  Chairman, 

Mr.  Waters, 

Mr.  Pigott, 

Mr.  Jekyll, 

Dr.  Mood ie, 

Dr.  Holman, 

Dr.  Gibbes, 

Mr.  Nooth. 

«  Bath  City  Infirmary  and  Difpenfary,  June  28th,  1797-” 
w  To  Dr.  Browne.” 


S  ,  * 

[  to  ] 

#-c  Dr.  Holman  having  laid  before  the  Committee  of 
Managers  of  the  Bath  City  Infirmary  and  Difpenfary,  fum- 
moned  by  requeft  of  the  Medical  Gentlemen,  two  letters 
from  Mr.  Starke,  refpedling  his  fervant,  now  a  patient  at  the 
Infirmary;  the  Committee  are  forry  to  obferve,  from  their 
contents,  that  fome  mifreprefentation  muft  have  been  made 
to  Mr.  Starke,  refpe&ing  the  treatment  of  the  cafe;  they 
beg  leave  to  allure  him,  that  it  is  their  opinion  that  every 
proper  means  have  been  ufed,  and  every  humane  attention 
fhewn  to  his  fervant  by  Dr.  Holman,  a  gentleman  of  regular 
education,  and  profeffional  abilities ;  and  likewife,  that  pro¬ 
per  attention  has  been  given  to  the  patient  by  the  Apothe^ 
cary,  Matron,  and  Nurfes.- — -June  28th. 

u  To  Mr.  Starke.” 

On  Dr.  Holman’s  return  home  from  the  Com¬ 
mittee,  he  found  the  fubjoined  note  addreffed  to  him 
from  Mr.  Starlie: 

a  Bath,  Wednefday  Morning. 

u  Sir, 

£C  As  Dr.  Holman  appears  not*  to  be  fatisfied  with  the 
explanation  of  my  note  laft  evening,  I  do  not  know  that  I 
can  convince  him  that  Dr.  Brown  did  not  dare  to  vifit  Mr. 
Starke’s  fervant,  at  the  Infirmary,  as  a  phyfician;  a  term 
by  the  bye  pretty  firong,  for  one  gentleman  to  ufe  to  anor 
ther.  The  fa<SI  is,  it  was  owing  to  Dr.  Brown  entirely  that 
he  was  fent  to  the  Infirmary ;  he  firfi:  propofed  it  to  me;  he 
recommended  it  as  a  place  where  he  would  meet  with  pro¬ 
per  treatment,  and  a  good  room:  he  got  a  ticket  from  Mrs. 
Deane  for  his  admiffion,  not  knowing  that  for  his  admiflion 
it  was  necelfary  that  I  fhould  become  a  fubfcriber  to  the 
Infirmary.  When  I  found  the  diforder  to  be  the  fmall- 
pox,  and  that  I  could  not  keep  John  in  a  lodging- houfe,  I 

had 
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had  purpofed  to  provide  fome  place  for  him;  and  confe- 
quently  as  Dr.  Brown  had  been  confulted  by  me,  from  the 
recommendation  of  an  old  American  friend  in  Yorkshire, 
he  naturally  would  have  been  employed  by  me  to  attend 
John,  fo  that  in  truth  Dr.  Brown's  condudt  has  been  highly 
difinterefted.  Mr.  Bradfhaw  alfo  mentioned,  and  recom¬ 
mended  to  me  the  Infirmary  the  firft  time  he  faw  me,  after 
it  was  known  that  the  poor  fellow  had  the  fmall  -pox :  but 
Dr.  Brown  had  known  it  firft,  and  firft  recommended  the 
fame  place.  When  he  was  carried  to  the  Infirmary,  I  was 
fo  very  ill  that  it  was  with  difficulty  that  I  could  get  to  the 
Pump-Room,  therefore  had  little  expectation  that  I  fhould 
be  able  to  get  to  fee  him ;  I  therefore  requefted  Dr.  Brown 
to  have  the  goodnefs  to  call  from  time  to  time,  and  let  me 
know  how  the  poor  fellow  did.  Dr.  Brown  was  not  re¬ 
quefted  to  attend  him  as  a  phyfician,  nor  did  he  ever  prefcribe 
for  him,  or  vifit  him  as  fuch.  I  mentioned  to  you  laft  night 
that  I  had  had  much  acquaintance  with  the  fmall-pox.  I 
have  fome  pretenfions  to  general  knowledge,  and  can  afiure 
Dr,  Holman,  from  what  I  know  of,  and  have  obferved  upon 
that  diforder,  if  neceffity  required  that  my  whole  family, 
whites  and  blacks,  fhould  be  inoculated  in  Virginia,  I 
fhould  not  hefitate  a  moment  to  undertake  it  without  me¬ 
dical  aid.  It  gives  me  much  pain,  that  my  condudl  fhould 
in  this  affair  have  given  rife  to  a  nwfunderftanding  between 
you  and  Dr.  Brown.  If  there  be  any  blame  in  it,  it  all  be¬ 
longs  to  me,  not  to  him :  but  I  cannot  help  thinking  that  if 
Dr.  Holman  is  not  now  perfedlly  fatisfied,  that  the  blame 
fs  to  be  attributed  to  medical  etiquette,  which  I  have  found 
in  more  inftances  than  one,  is  carried  to  a  height  in  this 
country  beyond  any  thing  I  could  have  conceived.  John 
Ampy  has  for  twelve  years  been  one  of  the  moft  diligent 
and  faithful  fervants  that  ever  waited  upon  a  gentleman 
during  my  long  and  painful  illnefs,  his  tender  and  diligent 
care  could  not  be  furpaffed :  I  therefore  not  only  confider 

him 
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him  as  an  humble  friend ,  but  have  a  great  affection  for  the 
poor  creature :  nothing,  therefore,  could  be  more  natural 
than  my  great  anxiety  about  him :  and  therefore,  nothing 
fo  natural  as  for  an  American  to  overlook  the  ellablilhed 
forms  of  European  etiquette. 

cc  I  am,  Sir, 

C£  your  mod  obedient  fervant, 

“  BUR  WELL  STARKE. 

i  .  i  .  i  .  • 

a  P.  S,  The  notes  which  have  palled  between  you  and 
Dr.  Brown,  which  the  latter  has  lent  me  this  morning,  have 
made,  for  my  fake  and  every  bodies,  this  explanation  ne- 
cellary.”  -  T 

During  the  courfe  of  the  fame  day,  after  the  re- 
folutions  of  the  Committee  had  been  carried  into 
effect.  Dr.  Holman  alfo  received  the  two  following 
notes: 

a  Wednefday,  One  o’Clock. 

c*  Mr.  Starke  prefents  his  compliments  to  Dr.  Holman, 
and  in  anfwer  to  his  note  this  moment  received,  in  addition 
to  what  he  wrote  to  Dr.  Holman,  he  can  allure  him  that  no 
mifreprefentation  has  been  made  to  him  in  regard  to  Dr. 
Holman,  or  the  Infifmary,  by  any  human  being:  that  Mr. 
Starke’s  extreme  anxiety  for  his  fervant,  as  well  as  his  own 
experience  in  the  diforder,  were  the  foie  motives  which  in¬ 
duced  Mr.  Starke  to  write  the  note  to  Mr.  White,  as  he 
conlidered  the  cafe  of  the  poor  fellow  to  be  defperate.  Mr. 
Starke,  however,  cannot  refrain  obferving  upon  what  has 
paffed,  that  it  would  have  been  but  doing  jufuce  to  Dr. 
Brown,  that  enquiry  had  been  made  of  Mr.  Starke,  if  the 
Dodlor  had  actually,  or  not,  vifited  the  fervant  as  a  phyfician, 
before  his  condudi  was  cenfured.  Of  that  point,  I  trull, 
Mr.  Starke’s  note  of  this  morning  has  fully  fatisfied  Dr. 

Holman. 
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Holman.  Mr.  Starke  concludes,  by  adding,  from  every 
thing  he  has  feen,  and  every  enquiry  he  has  made,  he  is 
fully  fatisfied  every  care  and  attention  has  been  given  to  the 
poor  fervant;  and  he  is  therefore  extremely  forry  that  Dr. 
Holman  fhould  have  been  at  the  trouble  of  laying  the  mat¬ 
ter  before  any  Committee.  If  Dr.  Holman  would  have  had 
the  goodnefs  to  have  called  on  Mr.  Starke,  he  readily  could 
have  fatisfied  him,  that  if  there  be  any  blame  in  this  bufinefs 
it  is  attributable  only  to  Mr.  S.” 

cc  Sir,  Eath,  Wednefday  Afternoon. 

<c  I  had  hoped  that  the  very  unpleafant  bufinefs  which 
my  extreme  anxiety  about  my  fervant  had  occafioned  would 
have  now  been  at  an  end:  but  I  find,  from  the  precipitate, 
and  I  have  no  hefitation  in  faying  unjufi  cenfure,  (for  all 
cenfures  or  condemnations  palled  upon  a  party  unheard 
mull:  deferve  both  epithets)  palled  upon  Dr.  Brown  by  the 
Committee,  which  the  Doffor  has  fent  me,  that  I  am  mif- 
taken.  I  had  not  fuppofed  it  necellary  to  write  to  the  Com¬ 
mittee,  deeming  it  fufficient  to  write  to  you  in  confequence 
of  the  polite  card  I  received  from  them  yefterday :  indeed, 
my  ftate  of  health  is  fo  low,  that  it  is  fatiguing  to  write  at 
all :  will  you  therefore  be  fo  good  as  to  fend  me  by  my  fer¬ 
vant  the  two  notes  I  did  myfelf  the  honour  of  writing  to 
you  to-day,  in  order  that  I  may  enclofe  them  to  the  Coifi- 
mittee,  as  it  will  fave  me  the  trouble  of  repeating  what  I 
have  already  written.  With  refpedl  to  Dr.  Brown’s  making 
any  apology  or  acknowledgment,  I  hope  he  will  not,  becaufe 
I  think  he  ought  not,  for  no  acknowledgment  can  be  due 
when  no  offence  has  been  committed. 

u  I  am,  Sir, 

“  your  moll:  obedient  fervant, 

«  BUR  WELL  STARKE,’* 


“  Dr.  Holman.” 
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As  Dr.  Holman  had  now  fubmitted  the  whole 
confideration  of  the  bufmefs  to  the  Committee,  he 
wrote  the  following  anfwer  to  Mr.  Starkeys  letters: 

“  Dr.  Holman’s  compliments  to  Mr.  Starke.  As  the 
circumftances  alluded  to  in  their  late  correfpondence  are  in 
the  hands  of  the  committee,  he  muft  beg  leave  to  decline 
any  further  communication  with  Mr.  Starke  on  the  fubjeft. 
Dr.  Holman  is  extremely  forry  to  add,  that  the  poor  unfor- 
tunate  patient  died  this  morning  at  half  paft  ten,  an  event 
which  Dr.  Holman  had  but  too  much  reafon  to  expect  from 
the  very  time  of  his  admiffion  into  the  Infirmary.” 

“  June  29th.” 


Dr.  Holman  having  thus  declined  any  further  cor¬ 
refpondence  with  Mr.  Starke,  the  Chairman  of  the 
Committee  received  the  following  note  from  that 
gentleman: 

S£  Bath,  29th  June,  1797.” 

<c  Sir, 


cc  I  intended  to  have  done  myfelf  the  pleafure  of  wait¬ 
ing  upon  you  this  morning,  in  confequence  of  the  very  dis¬ 
agreeable,  and  to  me  painful  bufmefs,  which  I  very  innocently 
have  occafioned :  but  my  health  being  w'orfe  to-day  than  it 
has  been  for  fome  days  paft,  and  the  morning  very  unpro- 
mifmg,  I  am  obliged  to  decline  it. 

“  Since  the  receipt  of  the  card  from  the  Committee,  I 
have  written  two  notes  to  Dr.  Holman,  ftating  very  fully 
to  him  the  caufes  that  induced  me  to  write  the  note  to  Mr. 
White ;  and  which  ought  to  fatisfy  him  that  Dr.  Brown  is 
entirely  free  from  blame  in  this  affair:  I  did  not  write  to 
the  Committee,  becaufe,  as  it  had  rifen,  I  did  not  fuppofe  it 

would 
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would  meet  again,  and  knew  not  of  its  refolve  refpe&ing 
Dr.  Brown  till  late  yefterday  afternoon:  and  I  thought  it 
fufficient  to  write  to  Dr.  Holman,  as  he  was  the  perfon  who 
fuppofed  himfelf  ill  treated. 

u  I  can  allure  the  Committee,  that  no  mifreprefentation 
refpefting  the  Infirmary  has  ever  been  made  me  by  Dr. 
Brown  or  any  human  being :  I  can  equally  allure  them, 
that  from  what  I  lad  faw  when  there,  and  every  enquiry  I 
have  been  able  to  make,  I  am  fatisfied  that  all  due  care  and 
attention  has  been  given  the  poor  fervant :  fo  much  fo,  that 
I  did  not  hire  a  feparate  nurfe  for  him,  from  which  I  defified, 
when  upon  enquiry  I  had  reafon  to  believe  it  unnecefiary. — 
So  far  from  Dr.  Brown  mifreprefenting  the  Infirmary,  or 
its  management  in  any  refpedl,  he  was  the  firft  perfon  who 
propofed  to  me  my  getting  my  fervant  admitted  there,  or  in 
one  of  the  Hofpitals,  as  the  propereft  place  he  could  be  in : 
he  was  at  the  pains  of  procuring,  from  Mrs.  Dean,  a  ticket 
of  admifiion  for  me;  neither  of  us  then  knowing  that  for 
his  admifiion  it  was  necefiary  that  I  Ihould  become  a  fub- 
fcriber.  I  propofed  to  have  fent  the  fervant  to  fome  private 
place,  when  I  difcovered  that  the  diforder  was  the  fmall-pox, 
and  that  he  could  not  be  permitted  to  remain  under  the 
fame  roof  with  me :  in  which  cafe  I  fhould  naturally  have 
requefted  Dr.  Brown  to  attend  him:  yet  the  Dodder  men¬ 
tioned  to  me  the  Infirmary  and  Hofpitals,  as  a  Hill  better 
mode.  Beyond  meafure  anxious  for  the  life  of  a  fervant 
who  had  been  about  me  for  twelve  years,  and  whofe  merit 
was  fuch,  though  a  black,  as  that  I  confidered  him  as  an 
humble  friend,  and  whofe  extraordinary  good  condudd,  dur¬ 
ing  my  long  and  painful  illnefs,  had  endeared  him  to  me; 
I  requefted  Dr.  Brown  to  call  upon  him  from  time  to  time 
as  my  friend,  to  give  me  an  account  of  him ;  for  at  the  time 
he  was  fent  to  the  hofpital,  I  was  fo  low,  that  I  did  not  ex- 
pea  to  be  able  to  get  to  fee  him  at  all.  Dr.  Brown  called 
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but  twice,  and  never  as  a  phyfician ;  he  never  prefcribed  for 
him,  or  to  him,  or  to  me,  nor  pretended  to  it. 

u  The  laft  time  I  faw  the  fervant,  was  the  day  I  wrote 
the  unfortunate  note  to  Mr.  White,  which  has  given  fo 
much  offence,  and  occafioned  fo  much  trouble.  (So  much 
for  medical  etiquette ! )  The  moment  I  faw  him,  I  obferved 
the  great  change  for  the  worfe  that  had  taken  place  fince  the 
day  before,  and  I  confidered  his  cafe  as  defperate;  the  mo¬ 
ment  I  got  home,  therefore,  I  wrote  haflily  the  note  to  Mr. 
White.  Over-folicitous  about  the  fate  of  my  poor  fervant, 
whofe  attachment  to  me  had  induced  him  to  crofs  the  At¬ 
lantic,  though  he  had  every  reafon  to  believe,  that  he  had 
never  had  the  fmall-pox.  I  now  perceive,  too  late,  that  1  have 
not  paid  fufficient  attention  to  rule.  The  fa£f  is,  I  know 
much  of  the  fmall-pox  from  experience:  I  have  lived  much 
amongft  it,  have  feen  it  in  all  flages,  and  am  acquainted 
with  all  our  American  modes  of  treating  it:  indeed  I  had 
it  fince  I  was  a  man  very  bad,  and  was  from  peculiar  cir- 
cumftances  obliged  to  be  my  own  phyfician,  which  I  have 
been  all  my  life  in  all  cafes,  till  I  was  attacked  with  the  dif- 
order  which  is  now  carrying  me  to  the  grave.  Y ou  will  now 
judge,  Sir,  if  the  Committee  has  not  pafled  a  precipitate 
cenfure  upon  Dr.  Brown,  and  if  they  ought  not  firft  to  have 
heard  what  he  had  to  ft y,  or  to  have  enquired  of  me  whe¬ 
ther  or  not  Dr.  Brown  had  officioufly  interfered  in  this  bu« 
fmefs,r  and  had  called  to  fee  the  fervant  in  the  character  of 
a  phyfician? 

“  I  am.  Sir,  very  refpe&fully, 

u  your  moft  obedient  fervant, 

“  BURWELL  STARKE.” 

a  The  Rev.  Mr.  Dobfon, 

*  Chairman  of  the  Committee  of  the  Bath  Infirmary.” 


The 
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The  Chairman  of  the  Committee  is  not  afhamed 
to  confefs  himfelf  guilty  of  an  apparent  incivility,  by 
not  acknowledging  the  receipt  of  Mr.  Starke’s  letter; 
which  was  occafioned  by  the  fervant’s  not  waiting  for 
an  anfwer,  and  Mr.  Starke’s  omitting  to  mention 
where  he  lodged;  this  he  trulls  will  be  confidered  by 
Mr.  Starke  as  a  fufficient  apology  for  his  inattention; 
efpecially  as  the  contents  of  his  letter  could  not  be 
anfwered,  until  it  had  been  laid  before  the  Committee. 
Mr.  Starke  is  pleafed  jocofely  to  flyle  the  Chairman 
the  Hierophant,  alluding,  perhaps,  to  his  profeffion, 
of  which  he  is  not  afhamed ;  but  is  determined  that  no 
profane*  intruder  fhall,  with  his  confent,  interfere  in 
the  management  of  this  ufeful  and  well-conducted 
inftitution,  as  long  as  he  continues  a  member  of  the 
Committee : 

Procul  6,  procul  efte  profani ! 

The  Committee  having  waited  feveral  days,  in  or¬ 
der  to  give  Dr.  Browne  an  opportunity  of  making  the 
required  apology,  and  he  not  having  complied  with 
the  fame,  they  unanimoufly  concurred  in  the  Tieceflity 
of  inferting  in  the  Bath  Chronicle  their  late  adver- 
tifement. 

u  Bath  City  Infirmary  and  Difpenfary. 

“  At  a  Special  Meeting  of  the  Committee,  held  on  Wed- 
nefday  the  28th  of  June  1797,  It  having  appeared  that  Dr. 


**  Vide  Mr.  Starke's  Ad ver tifement  in  the  Bath  Journal,  July  icth, 
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Browne  had  twice  officioufly  and  dandeftinely  intruded 
himfelf  into  the  Infirmary,  to  vifit  a  patient  as  a  medical 
man,  in  oppofition  to  the  eftablifhed  rules  of  this  and  every 
fimilar  inflitution,  and  not  having  made  the  required  apo¬ 
logy  for  the  fame,  the  Committee  feel  themfelves  obliged 
thus  publickly  to  exprefs  their  entire  difapprobation  of  fuch 
conduct,  and  have  in  confequence  come  to  a  refolution  of 
forbidding  Dr.  Browne  from  vifiting  in  future  any  patients 
in  the  Infirmary,  on  any  pretence  whatfoever. 

“  By  order  of  the  Committee, 

“  July  3d,  1797.  J.  DOBSON,  Chairman.” 

After  this  plain  ftatement  of  the  bufinefs,  relating 
to  the  vifits  which  Dr.  Browne  made  to  a  patient  of 
Dr.  Holman’s,  at  the  Bath  City  Infirmary,  it  mud 
appear,  to  every  unprejudiced  perfon,  thatDr.  Browne 
had  no  authority  for  what  he  did,  and  that  his  inter¬ 
ference,  whether  as  a  phyfician  or  as  a  friend,  was, 

» 

when  without  leave,  contrary  to  the  rules  of  all 
regular  eflablifhment^  of  the  fort,  and  could  not 
but  excite  the  indignation  of  every  one  who  felt  con¬ 
cerned  in  promoting  the  good  of  the  inflitution. 

As  the  affair  could  have  been  fettled,  and  as  time 
was  given  for  Dr.  Browne  to  acknowledge  the  error 
under  which  the  Committee  were  perfuaded  he  lay, 
they  feel  themfelves  peculiarly  chagrined  at  fuch  want 
of  decorum  in  a  medical  man ;  and  are  refolved  thus 
publicly  to  exprefs  their  difapprobation  of  fuch  unwar¬ 
rantable  conduct.  Aggravated  as  the  affair  has  been 

by 
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by  fubfequent  explanations,  they  have  been  careful 
to  exhibit,  as  far  as  they  have  been  able,  a  fair  and 
confident  account  of  every  circumftance  which  has 
been  agitated. 

After  this  datement,  it  mud  be  admitted,  that  Dr. 
Browne  called  at  the  Infirmary,  and  that  he  inquired 
refpe&ing  the  fymptoms  of  the  patient’s  cafe,  and  the 
medicines  which  were  ufed  to  remove  them ;  it  mud 
alfo  be  apparent,  that  this  could  not  be  done  without 
drong  prefumption  that  Dr.  Browne  afted  in  a  me¬ 
dical  capacity. 

Allowing  only  thefe  fa&s,  which  are  acknowledged 
by  Dr.  Browne,  and  which  the  Committee  have 
pledged  themfelves  to  prove;  the  offence  cannot  be 
quedioned  by  any  one  who  will  attend,  not  only  to 
the  rules  of  this  Infirmary,  but  of  any  inditution, 
whether  medical  or  not. 

If  a  perfon  places  himfelf  in  any  peculiar  fituation 
'  in  life,  and  acknowledges  that  he  expe&s  to  derive 
advantage  from  it,  we  contend  that  it  is  that  per- 
fon’s  duty  to  fubmit  to  the  rules  which  have  been 
edablifhed  for  its  welfare;  or,  on  breaking  through 
them,  to  forfeit  the  benefits  which  that  fituation  might 
otherwife  bedow  upon  him. 

As  inditutions  for  the  cure  of  the  fick  are  pecu¬ 
liarly  under  very  dried  rules,  this  obfervation  in  a 
particular  manner  applies  to  them.  Were  people 
admitted  perpetually  into  the  wards  of  an  hofpital 
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without  rellraint,  the  patients  mull,  in  a  great  num¬ 
ber  of  inftances,  become  viflims  inflead  of  being 
benefited  by  the  inflitution.  It  is  not  neceflfary,  in 
this  (latement,  to  enter  into  any  arguments  in  fup- 
port  of  medical  diablilhments,  as  the  prefent  bufinefs 
requires  not  prolixity  to  affert  the  propriety  of  the 
part  which  the  Committee  have  taken  in  it. 

It  appears,  from  the  evidence  of  the  nurfe,  that  Dr. 
Browne  had  called  at  the  Infirmary  prior  to  Mr. 
Starke’s  fending  his  firfl  note  to  Mr.  White.  We  do 
not,  however,  pofitively  infer  from  hence  that  the 
medical  treatment  recommended  in  that  note  was  fug- 
gelled  by  Dr.  Browne  to  Mr.  Starke:  we  hope  it  was 
not;  as  otherwife,  the  infinuations  and  reports  circu¬ 
lated  fo  indullrioully,  both  here  and  in  London,  ac¬ 
cording  to  Dr.  Browne’s  letter  in  the  Journal,  might 
not  have  been  fo  unjull  or  ill-founded  as  he  there 
fuppofes.  It  is  not  upon  this  coincidence,  nor  on  the 
circumltance  of  Dr.  Browne’s  fervant  having  fo  often 
called  to  fee  the  poor  patient  as  his  friend,  that  we 
depend  for  fuppofmg  that  Dr.  Browne  interfered  in  a 
medical  capacity;  but  on  the  fael  of  his  having  felt 
the  patient’s  pulfe,  inquired  into  the  fymptoms,  and 
particularly  whether  the  remedies  mentioned  in  Mr. 
Starke’s  letter  were  employed;  and,  when  attending 
Mr.  Starke  as  a  medical  man,  he  owns  that  he  came 
to  the  Infirmary  at  his  particular  requell. 

Dr.  Browne  Hates,  that  he  formerly  called  at  the 
Infirmary  to  vifit  General  Peche’s  fervant:  this  he 
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brings  forward  as  a  cafe  fimilar  to  the  one  in  quell  ion. 
It  is  neceffary  that  the  public  fhould  know,  that  he 
did  not  then  call  in  a  medical  capacity,  or  to  vifit 
him  in  any  refpect  as  a  patient,  but  he  came  in  an 
open  manner  to  the  Apothecary,  at  the  requeft  of  the 
General,  who  was  then  in  London,  to  give  fome  in- 
ftru&ions  to  the  fervant,  and  to  know  when  he  would 
be  capable  of  undertaking  the  journey  to  his  mailer. 
Dr.  Browne’s  condufl,  in  this  inftance,  was  not  there¬ 
fore  incorreft,  nor  in  any  way  fimilar  to  the  prefen t. 

After  Dr.  Browne’s  having  owned  that,  at  his  firft 
vifit  to  the  Infirmary  to  fee  Mr.  Starke’s  fervant,  he 
inquired  whether  any  phyfician  was  in  the  houfe ;  he 
certainly  mull:  have  known  that  his  fecond  vifit,  without 
fuch  inquiry,  was  made  in  a  clandefline  manner.  Molt 
cordially  would  every  man  fympathize  with  Dr. 
Browne  in  feeling  as  he  does,  if  the  caufe  which  he 
adopts  were  juftifiable,  or  the  part  which  he  has  a£led 
defenfible.  Contempt  for  injuries  committed  againft 
a  perfon,  and  difregard  for  unjuft  treatment,  when 
confcious  of  no  offence,  are  qualities  belonging  to  a 
fuperior  mind:  but  the  affuming  contempt,,  from  ig¬ 
norance  or  inability  to  judge  of  actions  committed, 
cannot  be  held  in  too  great  detefiation.  Specious  as 
the  reprefentation  of  Dr.  Browne  may  feem  to  be,  yet 
we  flill  believe,  we  have  proved  that  neither  the  caufe 
of  humanity  has  been  fupported,  nor  the  feelings  of 
the  Committee  diftreffed,  by  the  partial,  and  we  may 

1  fay 
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fay  ill-condu&ed  defence  of  Dr.  Browne  and  Mr. 
Starke  in  the  Bath  Journal. 

If  the  Committee  did  not  think  that  their  filence 
would  be  condrued  into  a  tacit  acknowledgement  of 
their  wiflh  to  give  up  the  caufe  of  thofe  medical  gen¬ 
tlemen,  who  honour  them  with  their  attention,  they 
would  think  it  unnecefiary,  in  this  publication,  to 
fupport  a  caufe  which  at  drd  view  they  were  con¬ 
vinced  was  a  good  one;  but  as  the  concerns  of  me¬ 
dicine  are  as  conne&ed  with  thofe  who  judge  by  in¬ 
clination,  as  thofe  who  judge  by  reafon,  they  are 
determined  thus  to  defend  the  right  caufe  to  its  m> 
mofl  extent. 

The  words  regularly -bred,  have  been  ufed  both 
by  the  Committee  and  by  Dr.  Holman,  and  they  have 
applied  thofe  words  as  being  incompatible  with  the 
conduct  of  Dr.  Browme;  they  (till  adert,  that  if  Dr. 
Browne  had  attended  to  the  inditutions  of  thofe  hof- 
pitals,  which  in  the  coprfe  of  his  education  he  mufl 
be  fuppofed  to  have  vifited,  he  mud  have  known  that 
fuch  condu<d  was  inadmiffible. 

Mr.  Starke  has  taken  up  this  bufinefs  not  only 
againd  the  phyfician,  under  whom  he'  had  placed  his 
faithful  fervant,  but,  by  a  general  levelling  obferva- 
tion  refpe&ing  the  mode  of  obtaining  diplomas,  againd 
all  the  mod  celebrated  feminaries  for  education  of 
every  kind.  Does  Mr.  Starke  mean  to  imply  that  it 
is  precifely  the  fame  thing  whether  a  man  be  educated 
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or  not?  Or  does  he  mean  to  fay,  that  the  fcience  of 
phyfick  needs  no  induftrious  exertions  towards  its  ac¬ 
quirement?  Mr.  Starke,  perhaps,  does  not  know 
that  degrees  may  be  purchafed  both  at  Aberdeen  and 
St.  Andrew’s,  without  the  purchafers  becoming  ftu- 
dents,  or  giving  any  perfonal  proof  of  their  abilities; 
Mr.  Starke  may  know,  that  neither  genius  nor  learn¬ 
ing  can  be  commanded  by  money.  For  Mr.  Starke 
to  be  ignorant  of  the  conduct  of  an  inflitution  under 
which  he  had  placed  his  faithful  fervant,  nay  more, 
his  humble  friend;  for  Mr.  Starke  to  fubmit  the  per- 
fon  for  whom  he  had  fuch  a#e&ionate  regard  to  the 
care  of  a  phyfician  whom  he  has  treated  with  the 
moil:  illiberal  difrefpetf;  for  Mr.  Starke,  we  repeat, 
in  all  parts  of  his  condu&  to  wound  the  reputation  of 
the  perfon  he  confided  in,  without  any  acknowledg¬ 
ment  of  ^he  offence,  is  more,  we  affert,  than  can  be 
fubmftted  to  by  any  gentleman  who  feels  the  dignity 
cf  his  reputation  in  his  chara&er  as  a  phyfician,  or 
the  value  of  his  honour  in  his  character  as  a  man. 

.  '  t .  v  ■  •  ;  ' 

By  order  of  the  Committee, 

J.  DOBSON,  Chairman. 

Bath  City  Infirmary  and  Difpenfary, 

July  17,  1797. 
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